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1 Four years after the calamity of Hurricane Jeanne, the city of Gonaives was once again under water. 
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2 Famine Early Warning System Network – www.fewsnet.org 
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4 Plenty of price data exits in Haiti but the analysis of the structure, performance and conduct of food 
market systems is weak. 
5 Organisations represented included ACDI/VOCA, Oxfam GB-Quebec-Intermon, IFRC, Christian Aid, Canadian 
Red Cross, Haitian Red Cross, WFP, CNSA, ACTED, Concern Worldwide, FEWSNET, German Action Agro, 
IOM, OFDA, Plan International, Samaritans Purse, Save the Children, USAID. 
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6 These other materials are available in sufficient quantities in St.Marc. 
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REGULATIONS: 
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Port au Prince
IMPORTERS

N=3

St. Marc
WHOLESALERS

N=6

POOREST 
FAMILIES

N=945
LOCAL 

PRODUCTION
Forest wood

N=?

RETAILERS
N=?

TRANSPORT

WOOD TREATMENT

LOCAL ROADS & BRIDES

TAX REGIME

LOCAL BUSINESS 
REGULATIONS: 

Patents, Business 
licence

GENDER: men control 
most of the system

CORRUPTION OF 
OFFICIALS

Wood Market System After the Crisis

!

INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET

USA, Brazil, ChinA

REGIONAL MARKET
Dominican Republic

WEATHY HHs

MIDDLE INCOME 
HHs

N = Number of actors
P = Price (: $/kg)

V = Volume ( MT/semaine )

HANDLING

WAREHOUSING
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7 EMMA focus group discussions in La Vallee/Bainet revealed that the average family of 5 consumes 10.8 kg of 
beans per month and in the Gonaives area the figure was even higher.  For the purposes of our calculations, 
Potential Demand (target group needs) per month are based on WFP rations:  average amount required is 10kg 
of pulses / month / household of 5 persons.   
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8 There are risks involved with both distributions in-kind and CBIs.  If CBIs are to be implemented, care will need 
to be taken on the transfer methods employed and close consultation with beneficiaries will be crucial to ensure 
the best solutions. 
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9 97MT/month is imported from DR for sale in Jacmel, PaP and some rural areas, including La Vallee/Bainet.  
Exactly how much goes to each area depends on demand (quantities unknown). 
10 The market response with NGO support, i.e. to increase demand by giving cash / vouchers / in-kind (and/or 
possibly market support to traders, i.e. repair of warehousing, credit, etc. 
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11 Most poor households rely on daily labour to purchase food. 
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12 Reference: Evaluation of the Livelihood Programmes in Mapou and Cape Haitian, Haiti, 10-22 February 2005, 
by Pantaleo Creti , Oxfam GB Emergency Food Security and Livelihood Adviser.  One of the key lessons learned 
for CBIs was that community participation in decision-making is critical: for instance, following community 
suggestion, cash and in-kind (rice) was distributed via as many local shops as possible and was considered a 
highly successful method for safely transferring cash and food. 
13 These recommendations may be followed-up at a later date.  In the meantime, another study has led Oxfam to 
plan to support female small traders to repay their debts. 
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